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Reform to create Ranked Choice Voting reflects widespread disaffection with today’s venomous
politics dominated by angry ideologues. Change is a must.

But does Ranked Choice Voting deliver on its promises? America has a long history of
passionate calls for change that failed to deliver. The evidence is all around us. Primary
elections were introduced a century ago as a means to create a democracy that responds to “the
people.” Today, primary elections are driven by relatively small groups of activists devoted to
agendas that often lack wide support.

We have carefully reviewed the track record of Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) and it fails to
support four of the advocates’ promises for improvements over today’s system.

#1 RCV claim: Reduce today’s polarization of the political parties.

Claim: RCV predicts less partisan polarization as more moderates and independents run for
office because voters no longer fear “wasting” their vote by casting a ballot for preferred
candidates and allowing the election of extreme alternatives.

What have researchers found?

There is little research to support the proposition that RCV decreased polarization.

» A particularly sophisticated analysis found that RCV actually increased animosity among
Democrats and Republicans compared to our current system.

» A study of the 2020 election found that RCV elections were more open to new parties in
Maine but that independent and third-party candidates still only received 6.6% of the
vote.?

#2. RCYV claim: Increase the diversity of elected government officials.

There is little support for this claim.

» RCV may have contributed to an increase in the number of candidates who are racial and
ethnic minorities, but there is little evidence that they were more successful in winning
office.’



» A study found a modest 2% increase in the number of women wining election to the city
council in the Bay Area of California after the introduction of an RCV election, but this
may have resulted from the increased recruitment of women candidates and a national
trend of more women being elected to office.*

#3. RCV claim: Increased voter turnout and engagement of voters of color.

Claim: Advocates claim that RCV allows voters to choose among a wider range of candidates,
which in turn improves voter engagement among those who previously didn’t like any of the
candidates.

There is little research to support that RCV increases voter engagement and turnout by voters of
color and some evidence that it chases them away.

» A series of studies report that RCV decreases turnout and the use of ranking
opportunities among African Americans.’ Conversely, whites were more likely to report
ranking a higher number of candidates.®

» Opverall, analysts found no difference in turnout in cities using RCV compared to those
using the current system.” They report errors, confusion, and lower turnout due to the
greater complexity of RCV and its process of ranking candidates and tabulating multiple
rounds of voting.®

#4. RCYV claim: Decreased negative campaigning.
Claim: Candidates in a RCV system have an incentive to make positive appeals to voters for
their second or third votes and steer away from alienating these voters who may list other

candidates above them.

While some studies report that RCV reduced negative campaigning,’ most research found little
to no impact or even increased negativity.

» A study found only a ‘slightly’ more positive tone in newspaper articles in cities with
RCV compared to those without it. But Twitter traffic was more negative in RCV

cities.!?

> A separate study reports increased negativity in Maine’s RCV elections in 2018."!
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